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1.  Chairman's Message 
 

 

 

 For much of the reporting year, the main focus of the Foundation of 

Rotary Clubs (Singapore) Ltd (FRCS) was fundraising for setting up a 

Rotary House.  Under the leadership of Dr Philbert Chin, FRCS 

successfully raised a total of S$2 million from generous Rotarians and 

kind well-wishers.  We are grateful to the Singapore Government’s Care 

and Share Programme which was part of celebrating Singapore 50th 

anniversary of independence.  With the SG50 Care and Share matching, 

we managed to purchase a property for the Rotary House.  Rotarians now 

have a permanent home to accommodate our administration staff, as well 

as providing a common venue for our many Rotary meetings, activities 

                                       and events. 

 

The axiom of the Foundation is to serve all the Rotary Clubs in Singapore in their quest to serve 

our community in Singapore.  We will help coordinate the efforts of the clubs in fundraising as 

well as looking for meaningful projects that will have significant long lasting impact on our 

community.  We strive to manage the Foundation efficiently and effectively.  To this end, we are 

thankful to our audit committee chairman, Mr. Phillip Tan Eng Seong, for putting in place a 

system of proper governance and accounting controls. 

 

The planned Rotary Run for the year was not to be, as the timing of the event unfortunately 

clashed with a few unforeseen major events in Singapore.  Please refer to paragraph 15 for 

details. 

 

Our plan to operate a Rotary Nursing Home has met with several challenges. To bid for the 

Ministry of Health “Buy, Own, Lease” (BOL) Nursing Home scheme requires us to have a track 

record of nursing home experience.  In the past two years, we had approached 2 operators of 

nursing homes and discussed with them various options of partnership.  The outcomes were 

unsuccessful due to conflicts of interest as both operators would like to bid for the BOL scheme 

themselves.  FRCS will continue to look for other nursing home operators who are able to partner 

with us.  In the meantime, we will encourage Rotarians to serve through their respective 

vocations at the Rotary Family Service Centre in Clementi. 

 

Moving forward, we will continue to assist our Rotary Clubs in Singapore organise meaningful, 

long lasting programmes to serve the disadvantaged and needy in our community.  Besides effort, 

time and ideas, most of these programmes need funds.  FRCS will continue to direct its efforts to 

raising funds for such worthy causes.  To promote fundraising, the public needs to know of the 

work carried out by the Rotarians in Singapore.  Hence, we will step up our efforts in public 

relations and enhance our public image.  Through our humanitarian work and our continuous 

commitment to the Rotary Mission of “Service above Self”, the Foundation together with the 

Rotarians in Singapore aspire to make our country a better home for all.  

 

Finally, I like to thank all Rotarians and volunteers who served FRCS during the year.   Some 

directors will be retiring at this Annual General Meeting and I especially want to thank them for 

their contributions to the Foundation and to our community.  I wish them all the best as they 

continue their Rotary journeys. 

 

 

 

Dr Wu Dar Ching 

Chairman 

Foundation of Rotary Clubs (Singapore) Ltd 
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2.  General Information 

The Foundation of Rotary Clubs (Singapore) Ltd is the umbrella body that unites the 22 Rotary 

Clubs in Singapore.  It is the charity arm of Rotary in Singapore and is an Institution of Public 

Character. 

 

Vision 
Impacting every family and individual in need through our ideal of “Service above Self”. 

 

Mission (Objects of the Foundation) 

 To support social and humanitarian causes, which are exclusively charitable. 

 To work with other organisations, including Rotary Clubs in Singapore, to support social 

and humanitarian activities. 
  

Date of Incorporation 

FRCS was incorporated on 2nd December 1993 as a company without share capital but limited by 

guarantee. 

 

Registered Address  
FRCS’ registered address is 133 New Bridge Road, Social Service Hub @ Chinatown Point #04-

03, Singapore 059413.  The premises were allocated to FRCS by the National Council of Social 

Services, rent-free, for an initial period of 5 years.  The premises at Block 346 Clement Avenue 5 

#01-10, Singapore 120346, are used exclusively by the Rotary Family Service Centre. 

 

Membership 

The members of FRCS are all the 22 Rotary Clubs in Singapore: 

1. Rotary Club of Bugis Junction 

2. Rotary Club of Bukit Timah 

3. Rotary Club of Changi 

4. Rotary Club of Garden City 

5. Rotary Club of Marina City 

6. Rotary Club of Raffles City 

7. Rotary Club of Jurong Town 

8. Rotary Club of Pandan Valley 

9. Rotary Club of Queenstown 

10. Rotary Club of Shenton 

11. Rotary Club of Serangoon Gardens Orchard 

12. Rotary Club of Singapore 

13. Rotary Club of Singapore East 

14. Rotary Club of Singapore Heartlands 

15. Rotary Club of Singapore North 

16. Rotary Club of Singapore West 

17. Rotary Club of Sentosa 

18. Rotary Club of Suntec City 

19. Rotary Club of Tanglin 

20. Rotary Club of Tanjong Pagar 

21. Rotary eClub of District 3310 

22. Rotary eClub of Singapore 

 

The membership of a Rotary Club duly admitted to the Foundation in accordance with its M&A 

shall vest in the President of the Rotary Club as the nominee of the Rotary Club. 
 

Funding 

The Foundation is funded by the following: 

 FRCS is funded by Rotary Clubs and through fundraising projects of Rotary Clubs and 

well-wishers.  This year the SG50 Care and Share Movement also contributed 
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substantially to FRCS’ funds. 

 RFSC is funded by FRCS, NCSS, MCYS and TOTE Board. 

 

Reserve Policy 
By Board resolution, the FRCS’ reserve policy is set at 2 years expenses. 

 

Unique Entity Number: UEN 199300813R 

 

Institution of a Public Character Number: IPC 000279 

 

Staffing 

As at 30th June 2016, there were 2 full-time employees at FRCS and 22 full-time employees at 

RFSC. 

 

Auditors 

Bestar Assurance PAC Pte. Ltd., was first appointed on 1st September 2014 and approved at the 

Annual General Meeting of 23rd December 2015 to audit the accounts of the FRCS for FY2016. 

 

Internal Auditors 

The last internal audit was conducted by Shared Services for Charities Ltd., with an independent 

review, submitted to the Board in FY2014.  

 

Company Secretary 

Bestar Consulting Pte. Ltd., provided company secretarial services up to 5th November 2015. 

Gateway 21 Pte. Ltd., was appointed on 6th November 2015. 

 

Investment Sub-Committee 

   Ms Low Wei Ling (Chair) 

   Mr Vincent Chen 

   Mr Teo Pok Zin 

   Dr Mark Hon 

 

Bankers 

   DBS Bank Ltd, 12 Marina Boulevard, Marina Bay Financial Centre Tower 3, Singapore 

     018982. 

   CIMB Bank Berhad, 50 Raffles Place #09-01, Singapore Land Tower, Singapore 048623. 

   Hong Leong Finance, 16 Raffles Quay #01-05, Hong Leong Building Singapore 048581. 

 

Panel of Legal Advisors 

    Mr Jeffrey Chan Wah Teck.  He is the Deputy Solicitor-General at the Attorney-General’s  

Chambers, Attorney-General's Chambers, Singapore.  He is a member of the Rotary Club 

of Raffles City. 

 

    Mr Brown Pereira.  He is a Notary Public and Commissioner of Oaths at Brown Pereira 

& Co., Advocates and Solicitors.  He is a member of the Rotary Club of Singapore East. 

 

    Mr P. Balachandran.  He is a Senior Consultant Advocate & Solicitor at Robert Wang & 

Woo LLP.  He is a member of the Rotary Club of Singapore. 

 

    Mr Derrick Wong.  He is a Partner at Derrick Wong & Lim BC LLP.  He is a member of 

the Rotary Club of Marina City. 
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3. Board of Directors as at 30th June 2016 

The board members and officers of the Foundation from 1st July 2015 to 30th June 2016 are: 

         

 

 

 

Dr Wu Dar Ching, Chairman 

 

He is a practising Cardiothoracic Surgeon at Mount Elizabeth Medical 

Centre.  He has more than 31 years experience working with charities.  He 

is a former Director and Vice-chairman of the Singapore Heart 

Foundation.  He is a Past District Governor of Rotary International District 

3310.  He is a member of Rotary Club of Garden City. 

 

 

       

 

 

   

Mr Chew Ghim Bok, Vice-chairman 1 

 

   

  He is Director of the SkyVen Group, a venture capital company.  He has 

  more than 22 years experience working with charities.  He is a Past District 

  Governor of Rotary International District 3310.  He is a member of the 

  Rotary Club of Bugis Junction.
 

 

 

 
 

Dr Philbert Chin Choon Siang, Vice-chairman 2  

 

He is a retired Doctor.  He served on the NCSS Board for 6 years.  He 

founded RSVP (an IPC) and served as its President until his retirement.  He 

has more than 41 years experience working with charities.  He is a Past 

District Governor of Rotary International Disstrict 3310.  He is a member of 

the Rotary Club of Singapore.

 

 

 

Mr Tan Kay Hui, Honorary Secretary 

 

He is sole proprietor of Tankayhui Media.  He is a former council member 

and vice chairman of the Singapore Cancer Society.  He is a former EXCO 

member of the Society for the Aged Sick.  He has more than 10 years 

experience working with charities.  He is a member of the Rotary eClub of 

Singapore.

 
 

 

 

Mr Andrew Tan Beng Hwee, Honorary Treasurer 

 

 

 

He is the Managing Partner of HLB Atrede LLP. and has more than 6 years 

experience in working with charities.  He is a member of the Rotary Club of 

Changi.
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Mr Chew Phak Heng, Finance Committee Chair 

 

He is the founder of PH Chew Consultancy Pte Ltd and CEO of PH Chew 

Group dealing with industrial planning and building of factory facilities for 

32 years.  He has more than 10 years experience working with volunteer 

organizations and charities.  He is a member of the Rotary Club of Garden 

City. 

 

 

 

Dr Yap Lip Kee, Fundraising Committee Chair 

 

 

 

He is a practising Gynaecologist at Mount Elizabeth Medical Centre. He has 

more than 12 years experience working with charities.  He is a member of 

the Rotary Club of Singapore.

 
 

 

Mr Alex Eow, Programmes & Projects Committee Chair 

 

 

 

He is a Marketing Consultant with Global Networkz Pte. Ltd.  He has more 

than 20 years experience working with charities.  He is a member of the 

Rotary Club of Bugis Junction.

 
 

 

Mr Albert Wong, Rotarian Relations Committee Chair 

 

 

 

He is Director of Meishin International Pte Ltd.  He has more than 22 years 

experience working with charities.  He is a member of the Rotary Club of 

Tanjong Pagar.

 

 

 

Mr To Chee Kan co-opted on 31st March 2015, Public Relations  

Committee Chair 
 

He is an accomplished filmmaker and creative director. He is helping 

government and major businesses promote their products and public 

image.  Currently, he is also a part-time trainer in film and video 

productions.  He has more than 20 years experience working with charities.  

He is a member of the Rotary Club of Queenstown. 

 

 

      

      

Mr Phillip Tan Eng Seong, co-opted on 23rd July 2015, Audit  

Committee Chair 

      

He is a fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountant (England).  He is  

presently the Group Financial Director of Citystate Capital Asia Pte Ltd. He 

is the Vice-chairman of the National Council of Social Services and also the 

Chairman of the Community Chest.  He serves as Director or Trustee of  

various commercial, social and civic organisations. 
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Mr Henry Tan Kok Hiang, co-opted on 31st March 2015, Rotary 

Family Service Centre Management Committee Chair 

 

As Chairman of the Management Committee of the RFSC, Henry Tan is co-

opted as Director under Article 31(a)(iii) of the FRCS’ M&A.  He runs a 

healthcare equipment business.  He has more than 36 years experience 

working with charities. 

Rotary Family Service Centre (A division of FRCS) 

Management Committee 

  Mr Henry Tan Kok Hiang       Chairman 

Mr Yeo Chuen Eng Vice-chairman  

Mr Henry Lim  Honorary Secretary  

Mr Li Guang Sheng Honorary Treasurer  

Mr Low Hoon Kee             Committee Member 

Ms Lily Lim  Committee Member 

Mr Rustom Ghadiali Committee Member 

Dr Monica Walet Committee Member 

Dr Philbert Chin Principal Advisor 

Dr Wu Dar Ching Chairman, FRCS 

 

4. Organisational Chart   
Please refer to Appendix 1. 

 

5. Honorary Treasurer's Report  

5.1 Appointment of auditor 
Bestar Assurance PAC will be re-appointed as the auditor for the financial year 2016/17. 

The Board may wish to consider appointing a new auditor to replace Bestar Assurance PAC. 

for the financial year 2016/2017. 

5.2 Policy 
The compliance to Charities Accounting Standard was adopted for the financial year 2015/16. 

5.3 Reserves  
The net asset of FRCS as at 30th June 2016 was $7.82 million consisting of restricted funds of 

$7.15 million and unrestricted funds of $0.66 million.  The cash and bank balance was $3.73 

million, consisting of $2.03 million in fixed deposits.  The net asset increase was due to 

surplus contribution from Rotary House Fund and RFSC. 

The current reserve of FRCS was able to meet 1 year and 1 month of current year operating 

expense of $2.35 million, presuming no income for the period and excluding Rotary House 

Fund of $4.55 million. 

During the year, fixed deposit remained the most appropriate form of investment for the cash 

as recommended by the Finance Committee. 

5.4 Income and Expenditure  
The comprehensive income for the current year was a deficit of $119,941 (2015: $473,284). 
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Total grants to the RFSC was $2.00 million and was higher than last financial year of $1.66 

million.  Grant by Singapore Totalisator Board was $400,638 and was $148,534 lower than the 

previous year. 

Total staff cost of $1.82 million was $0.59 million higher than the previous year.  Staff cost at 

RFSC was $1.75 million (2015: $1.18 million) and was $0.57 million more than the previous 

year.  The activities at RFSC were mainly funded by the government as well as by FRCS. 

Governance cost of $29,677 (2015: $24,703) was $4,974 higher than the previous year. 

5.5 Investment Sub-committee 

The Finance Committee maintained its opinion that fixed deposit remained the most 

appropriate form of investment for FRCS reserves.   

 

5.6 Representations 

All of our funds were in good credit standing.  FRCS did not have any related entities apart 

from those already disclosed in this Report.  Our principal sources of funding were as follows: 

 FRCS was funded by Rotary Clubs and their well-wishers.  In the current year the 

SG50 Care and Share Movement also contributed substantially to FRCS’ funds. 

 RFSC was funded by FRCS, NCSS, MCYS and TOTE Board. 

 

5.7 Assets held 

FRCS owns the Rotary Hub at 111North Bridge Road, Singapore 179098 and some office  

furniture, office equipment and computers for its operations at its Chinatown Point office. 

 

 

6. Corporate Governance 

FRCS complied with the Code of Governance for Charities and Institutions of a Public 

Character. 

 

The Board of Directors acts in the best interest of FRCS to fulfill its mission to work with 

organisations, including Rotary Clubs in Singapore, to support charitable social and 

humanitarian activities.  No Board Member is holding staff appointment and staff does not 

chair the Board.  FRCS sets a maximum of 3 terms of 2 or 3 years each for the Chairman and 

Directors.  The Honorary Treasurer is limited to a maximum of 2 terms of 2 years each.  The 

Chairman and Directors can seek re-election after a break of at least 2 years.  

 

There are documented procedures for Board Members and staff to declare actual or potential 

conflicts of interest.   

 

The Board of Directors approves the vision and mission of FRCS.  Periodic strategic planning 

meetings are conducted to review the strategic plans for FRCS to ensure that programmes and 

activities are in line with its objects. 

 

The Board of Directors approves the documented human resource policy of FRCS. 

 

The Board of Directors ensures that adequate internal controls for financial matters are in 

place and reviews its financial policies, procedures, processes to ensure compliance with 

applicable laws and regulations. 

 

The Finance Committee reviews the financial policies and procedures of FRCS and 

recommends to the Board for its approval.  It also reviews the FRCS’ financial performance 

and annual budget.  The Finance Committee ensures that FRCS is in compliance with the 

Recommended Accounting Practices for Charities and Institution of a Public Character. 
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Day to day management of FRCS is delegated to the Administration Committee which is 

assisted by a secretariat headed by an Administrator. 

 

FRCS invests its reserves.  The Finance Committee recommends for the Board’s approval the 

investment policy to meet the investment objectives of FRCS. 

 

FRCS has in place processes and practices to ensure that all fundraising activities are honest 

and ethical.  FRCS ensures that funds and donations are used in accordance with donors’ 

intentions and the specified purposes as communicated when soliciting for donations. 

 

FRCS has in place processes to meet the requirements of the Personal Data Protection Act.  

The Administrator is FRCS’ appointed Data Protection Officer. 

 

FRCS is committed to lawful and ethical behaviour in all its activities and requires the Board 

of Directors and employees to conduct themselves in a manner that complies with all 

applicable laws, regulations and internal policies.  

 

 

7.  Audit  

The Audit Committee was chaired by Mr Phillip Tan Eng Seong from 23rd July 2015.  

Members of the committee were Mr Max Lum, Dr Gong Ing San, Mr Wee Koon San and Ms 

See Mee Lee.  The tenure of the committee would end on 31st December 2016.  The 

committee had oversight of the financial reporting and disclosure process and monitored the 

adoption of accounting policies and procedures.  It worked closely with FRCS’ external 

auditors to ensure that all financial matters were well managed in accordance with proper 

governance.  The committee also recommended that proper procedures be put in place before 

large payments were made to suppliers so as not to risk losses.  They have recommended that 

internal auditors be appointed to review areas where there may higher risks.  (Post note: 

Internal auditors were appointed in August 2016 and would be commencing their internal 

audit work on certain risk areas.) 

Report by Mr Phillip Tan Eng Seong 

 

8.  Secretariat Report 

The Administration Committee was responsible for the day-to-day operations of FRCS’ 

secretariat.  It was chaired by Mr Tan Kay Hui with Dr Wu Dar Ching with and Mr Chew 

Phak Heng as committee members.  The committee met weekly. 

The Secretariat experienced high staff turnover during the year.  With an increase in workload, 

the secretariat increased its staff strength from 1.5 to 2 full-time employees.  In addition, a 

part-time book-keeper kept a full set of accounts using MYOB accounting software. 

Significant tasks accomplished during the year included the successful application for GST 

registration (effective on 1st January 2016), filing of tax exemptions for donors, supporting the 

Rotary House fundraising project, filing of government grants and submission of reports in 

respect of those grants, updating the Charity Portal with audited financial statements and 

annual reports, maintaining the FRCS website and publishing the FRCS newsletter.   The 

secretariat continued to sell Rummikub sets as part of its partnership with The Singapore 

Association for Continuing Education (SACE).  Other activities during the year included 

administrative support for the annual Charity Golf, SG50 Flashcard project, Crohn’s & Colitis 

administration and hosting the FRCS/PE’s meeting.  

Report by Mr Tan Kay Hui 



 

Page 10 of  32 
 

9.  The Rotary Hub 

At the first meeting of the newly structured Board of Directors of the FRCS, it was decided to 

retain the Rotary House Committee as a standing committee.  I was assigned as its Chair 

which I accepted as a challenge, tongue-in-cheek.  With the astronomical real estate prices and 

the lukewarm support of Rotarians in general, it would appear to be a lost cause.  But it was 

good to keep the fire burning. Never give up on hope.  However, there was no hurry at that 

time to form a committee immediately.  Then came SG50; the Singapore government launched 

SG50 Care & Share Movement, which was to support and help VWO’s with IPC status to 

expand their activities.  On June 2015, NCSS was invited to make a presentation on the SG50 

Care & Share Movement to the FRCS Board.  At the meeting, I asked whether the grant could 

be used to buy property for the Foundation to do good better.  I was pleasantly surprised when 

the answer given was yes.  If FRCS raised $2 million by 31st March 2016, the SG50 Care & 

Share Movement would match it with a grant of $2.25 million.  With this assurance, a 

committee of 9 very dedicated Rotarians was formed to work on this elusive project.  The 

committee members were: 

 Dr Philbert Chin Rotary Club of Singapore 

 Mr David Tong, Rotary Club of Singapore East 

 Mr Chew Ghim Bok, Rotary Club of Bugis Junction 

 Mr K.C. Tong, Rotary Club of Tanglin 

 Mr Chew Phak Heng, Rotary Club of Garden City 

 Mr Johnson Tan, Rotary Club of Raffles City 

 Ms Edna Ko, Rotary Club of Jurong Town 

 Ms Jenni Lau, Rotary Club of Marina City 

 Dr Yap Lip Kee, Rotary Club of Singapore 

The first meeting of the Rotary House Fundraising committee was held on 18th June 2015.  To 

my pleasant surprise, which strengthened my resolve, a sum of $440,000 was pledged by 

committee members.  The committee decided the way forward was to persuade individuals 

rather than clubs to donate.  All committee members pledged to do their best to persuade 

individuals from their clubs and other Rotarians to contribute.   

 

The Chair was assigned the task of producing a paper on the history of the FRCS, and another 

on the proposed usage of the Rotary House as well as a pamphlet seeking donation.  The Chair 

also took on the task of getting every club to invite him to speak on the project.  In all the 

Chair spoke to 18 Rotary clubs. 

 

By the end December 2015, the committee had raised $1,110,850.   

At the 4th Committee meeting held on 28th October 2015, Mr Chew Ghim Bok informed the 

committee of the availability of a space of about 3,000 sq. ft. on the 6th floor of the Peninsula 

Plaza at the asking price of $1,500 psf.   Mr Chew later confirmed that the seller was asking 

for $4,455,000.  After several members had viewed the property, it was decided to recommend 

to the Board to proceed with the purchase on the condition that the Board obtained the 

approval of the general membership through an EGM.  The committee also requested the 

Board to get the general membership to standby a sum of $600,000 maximum for the 

purchase, in case the $2 million could not be collected in time.  At the EGM held on 28th 

December 2015 both resolutions were approved.   

 

However, the committee faced 2 major problems in the purchase: 

- As the EGM had not been held, to save the situation, Mr Chew Ghim Bok decided to pay 

the 1% option fees and promised to buy the property if approval was not given. 

- At the time of completion, there was insufficient money to complete the purchase as the 

SG50 Care & Share grant had not yet come in.   Four committee members came to the 

rescue.  Mr Chew Ghim Bok , Mr K.C. Tong and Ms Jenni Lau promptly lent FRCS 

$300,000 each without interest, while Dr Yap Lip Kee lent another $100,000. 
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With this financial assistance the purchase was completed.  For details of the purchase, please 

refer to Mr. Chew Phak Heng's report below: 

 Total floor area of the property is 2,970 sq. ft. 

 Cost of purchase, excluding GST: S$4,579,142  

 This was funded by: 

- Donations                                               : $1,870,531        

- SG50 Care & Share Grant                     : $2,250,000 (received $2.025m to date) 

- Rotary House Fund                                : $  431,000 

 Rental income from seller’s existing tenancy for #06-26/27/34/35 is $6,460 per month    

 Monthly maintenance charges: $3,757 

 Property tax payable monthly : $1,593 

 Net income per month : $1,110  

 Vacant units #06-28/29/30/31/32/33 with an area of 1,680 sq. ft. was being marketed  

      for rental income of another $7,000 to $8,000 per month. 

As of 31st March 2016, the donation received was $1,748,903. 

 

With donations received for other activities, we have now qualified for government grant of 

$2.25 million.  The committee, however, felt that they should continue seeking donations until 

the $2 million target is achieved. 

 

The Rotary House Fund Raising Committee met for the last time on 13 September 2016. At 

the time of writing, in October 2016,  donation received was $1,969,191. With a pledge of 

over $30,000, the committee had achieved its target, and its work, completed. 

 

The committee has now been replaced by a new committee called The Rotary Service Hub 

Management Committee,  As Chairman, I wish to record my grateful thanks to all members of 

my committee, without whose untiring efforts and commitment, this project would not have 

been successful. 

 

On behalf of my committee, I wish to sincerely thank all 278 Rotarians, 1 Rotarian from 

Sarawak, 1 Rotarian from Kuala Lumpur, 2 Rotarians from sister clubs and 6 friends of Rotary 

who have contributed generously towards the purchase of this property.  In addition, I wish to 

acknowledge the contributions of some special people as follows: 

 Dato Dr Tan Hian Tsin, Rotary Club of Garden City 

 Mr Toh Lam Huat, Rotary Club of Garden City 

 Mr Chew Ghim Bok, Rotary Club of Bugis Junction 

 Mr K.C. Tong, Rotary Club of Tanglin 

 Ms Jennie Lau, Rotary Club of Marina City 

 Mr Ng Kok Cheng, Raffles Club of Raffles City 

 Mr Erich Erber, Rotary Club of Singapore East 

 Mr Mohan Vaswani, Rotary Club of Singapore 

 Mr Johnson Tan, Rotary Club of Raffles City 

 Mr Alan Chan, Rotary Club of Queenstown 

To these special Rotarians, thank you very much for your special gifts. 

 

So, after 20 years, Rotary in Singapore now has a home, dedicated to Rotarians to do "Service 

Above Self", with emphasis on "Above Self". 

Report by Dr Philbert Chin  
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10. Fundraising Committee 

10.1 FRCS Charity Golf 2016 

The FRCS Charity Golf was held on the 29th March 2016 at Tanah Merah Country Club, 

Tampines Course.  The event was to raise funds for the Rotary House as well as to thank 

donors for their generous contributions to the purchase of the Rotary House.  Some 94 golfers 

participated and circa $4,000 net was raised. 

 

 

 

    
 

  

The committee members, comprising Dr. Jeffrey Seow, Mr Nelson Yeo, Ms Lee Lye Wah, Dr. 

Yap Lip Kee, and Dr. KK Tan worked hard to stage the event. 

 

A great day of golfing and fellowship was had by all, with perfect weather to match. 

 

Mr Clinton Ang, a former Rotarian, emerged the champion golfer.  He was  sponsor of  

Cornerstone wines for the event. 

 

Report by Dr KK Tan 

Photos by Mr Chris Chen 

 

 

10.2 Flag Day 2016 

FRCS did not conduct a Flag Day in 2016 because the allocated date was deemed 

unfavourable.  It was during the school holidays and it would have been difficult to mobilise 

Interactors and Rotaractors whose help was needed to collect donations.  

Report by Dr Yap Lip Kee 
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11.  Programmes and Projects Committee 

RY2015/16 commenced with great enthusiasm for the P& P Committee.  It was going to help 

Rotary clubs in Singapore to do bigger, better and more impactful projects.  All the application 

forms were streamlined for better administration.  The committee heavily promoted the FRCS 

matching programme to Rotary clubs.  However, the response was only lukewarm for various 

reasons.   The announcement, in early 2016, of an administration service fee of 5% for all 

funds managed by FRCS dampened interest.  Coupled with unfamiliarity with the application 

process and lack of explanation, response from Rotary clubs was weak.  Only 9 clubs 

submitted Form A, 11 clubs submitted Form B and 8 clubs submitted Form C. 

 

The image building project of SG50 flashcards was a good public relations exercise with 

Mayor of Singapore Central CDC, Ms. Denise Phua, as the Guest-of-Honour.  4,000 SG50 

flashcards were distributed to Rotarians, Rotaractors, Interactors and needy organizations. 

 

The P&P Committee was enthusiastic to push for the Phase 2 of the FRCS grant programme, 

but was held back by what the committee thought was uncertainty with the FRCS financial 

situation.  Without clear direction from the Board, the P&P committee felt that it was better 

not to promote the programme further.   

 

Report by Mr Alex Eow 

 

 

12.  Public Relations Committee 

Public Relations Committee has done some visible work this past year.  We completed a face-

lift of the FRCS website.  The committee appointed PP Erich Schneider of Rotary Club of 

Queenstown as the editor of the FRCS Newsletter.  We continued to maintain the FRCS 

photo/video archive at Shutterfly.  The committee supported FRCS functions such as FRCS 

FlashCard project by managing media releases and contacting the media. 

We initiated the Game for Mental Fitness Project in collaboration with the Rotary Club of 

Bukit Timah and SACE.   The committee was involved in the SACE SG50 courses and 

National Silver Academy courses.  Through these courses conducted at FRCS premises many 

people came to know Rotary.  The committee would continue to support all FRCS functions 

and activities in the coming year. 

 

Report by Mr To Chee Kan 

 

 

13. Community Service Projects 

13.1 The Rummikub Project – Game for Mental Fitness 

13.2 SG50 Lifelong Learning Courses for Seniors 

13.3 Crohn’s & Colitis Society of Singapore 

13.4 Check-in for Charity 

13.5 Rotary Cotton On Youth Fund 

 13.5.1 Memories and Dreams 

 13.5.2 Interact Leadership Training Camp 

 13.5.3 Stop Hunger Now  

13.6 Bishan Home Project 

13.7 Milk & Diaper Project 

13.8 Home Makeover Project  

13.9 Rotary Happiness Fund  

13.10 Rotary My Wish Fund 

13.11 Hand Pedaling Fund Raising Event 

13.12 SG50 Jubilee Family Health and Wellness 

13.13 SG50 Hong Bao Giveaway 

13.14 Chinese New Year with Aged Poor and Needy in Redhill 
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13.1  The Rummikub Project - Game for Mental Fitness  
In 2015, Rotary Club of Bukit Timah launched The Rummikub Project - Game for Mental 

Fitness, using Rummikub as a game to connect and engage people.  FRCS supported this 

project with a grant of $10,600. 

 

                
     Launch of Project Mental Fitness 

         

The Rummikub game is easy to play.  It is a tile game developed in 1940.  It helps to develop 

problem-solving abilities.  While it does not require mathematical skills, it does require  

focused attention.  It boosts memory and responsiveness as well as uses a part of the brain that 

may normally be inactive.   The game is an effective tool to attract and encourage people to 

come together.  It helps the young to develop their social skills and strengthens their 

relationship with family and friends.  Research has shown that such games promote mental 

fitness and reduce the risk of contracting old age sicknesses such as Dementia and 

Alzheimer’s. 

 

Since 2015 RCBT, together with Dignity Kitchen, introduced Rummikub to at various homes 

for the elderly.  The response from the elderly and their caregivers was very positive. 

 

   
Rummikub sessions at Dignity Kitchen 

 

 

 

 

 

RCBT also introduced Rummikub to its Friendship 

Club, RC Golden Eagles of Taiwan, during a 2016 

visit, when two sets Rummikub were presented. 

RCBT and its members contributed towards the 

purchase of some 70 Rummikub sets.   

 

 

Report by Mr Henry Lim with contributions from Mr Ajitchandra Sule and RCBT members 

  

Renewal of MOU between FRCS and SACE 
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13.2 SG50 Lifelong Learning Courses for Seniors 

From April 2015, SACE partnered with FRCS to conduct 12 SG50 lifelong learning courses 

for seniors free of charge.  FRCS provided the venue for these courses. 

1. Qi Gong Meditation Techniques 

2. Applied Psychology for Third Agers 

3. Mindfulness for Well-Being 

4. Video Stories 

5. Art Appreciation Journey 

6. Starting a Small Business 

7. Brain Gym for Mental Fitness 

8. Rewriting Life Scripts 

9. Creativity by Mature Minds 

10. Relations Management for Third Agers 

11. Emotional and Psychological Realities of Ageing 

12. Introduction to Playwriting 

 

These courses vary in length, mostly from four to eight half-day weekly sessions and were 

mostly held at FRCS Chinatown Point premises.  The courses were immensely popular and 

several repeat runs were conducted to meet the demand.  Altogether, over the 7-month period, 

39 runs were conducted and these benefited over 800 seniors. 

 

 
    Brain Gym      Emotional Reality 

 
   Playwriting     Smallbiz 

 
          Panel Discussion 

Report by Mr Goh Kim Seng, President SACE 
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13.3 Crohn’s & Colitis Society of Singapore (CCSS) 

During the year 2015/16 membership increased from 83 to 96 for whom we organised three 

support group meetings where anywhere from 15-30 patients benefitted by learning ways to 

manage IBD. 

 

 

 

 
 

Talks ranged from financial assistance schemes provided by CCSS to diet suitable for IBD 

patients.  Owing to close working relationship between medical social workers of various 

hospitals, we are thankful for their active participation in our meetings.  Moreover, they   

recommended patients to participate in the gatherings. 

                                                     

During the year we saw an increase from 55 to 71 patients in the WhatsApp group.  For 

patients without a smart phone we stay connected via telephone, email or at our monthly 

meetings.   

 

Rotary Club of Raffles City, in partnership with FRCS, organised a charity film show on 24th 

November 2015 to raise funds for CCSS and another charity.  The 500 strong audience was 

given brochures on CCSS and RCRC President Ms Sigrid Zialcita shared information on the 

work of CCSS with the audience. 

 

As part of our plan to organise annual IBD public awareness seminars, we facilitated a 

gathering of various stakeholders for a half-day seminar on 14th May 2016 at York Hotel.  

District Governor Mr Michael Yee was the Guest-of-Honour.  With prominent doctors from 

hospitals like TTSH, NUH, SGH, NUS and Mt Elizabeth Hospital, a total of 111 participants 

benefited from the sharing of patient experiences as well as medical knowledge by Dr Lim 

Wee Chian, Prof Quak Seng Hock, Dr David Ong, Dr Ling Khoon Lin, Ms Cherry Li Xiao 

Ying and Mr Benjamin Png.  Thanks to sponsorship of the seminar venue and lunch by 

AbbVie, participants had ample opportunity to meet other IBD patients, CCSS EXCO 

members as well as doctors. 
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This year Tabla, a Singapore Press Holdings publication, featured and article on Crohn’s and 

Colitis disease.  

 
 

Children Assistance Fund 

To ease the financial burden on families of young IBD patients, CCSS created a programme 

two years ago where we purchased Modulen in bulk and passed the entire 30% savings to 

patients.  During the current financial year, six children benefited from the Children 

Assistance Fund where 29 cartons of Modulen were provided free of charge.  Priced at $9,280 

this support was greatly appreciated by families struggling to cope with such a debilitating 

illness.  

 

IBD Monitoring Fund 

Through our public education efforts, more supporters of CCSS become aware of the financial 

burden of families of IBD patients.  With no known cure, it is vital to manage these illnesses 

through regular monitoring.  CCSS give $600 a year to qualified patients to subsidise the cost 

of blood tests, x-rays, CT Scans, ultrasound, colonoscopy or endoscopy.  This financial year 

11 families benefited from this scheme.  
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CCSS signed an MOU with Quintiles where Ms Nidhi Swarup will be one of the key opinion 

leaders on the IBD Advisory Board which is normally made up of doctors. 

 

DUKE-NUS has proposed to partner CCSS for a two-year research study entitled “Optimising 

Quality of Endoscopy in Inflammatory Bowel Disease.”   CCSS intends to seek Rotary’s help 

to help raise the $160,000 needed for the study.  It would fund the training of 

Gastroenterologists, education of IBD patients and a research study on the impact of quality 

endoscopy for early diagnosis and reduction in risk of colorectal cancer. 

   

Educational grants from pharmaceutical companies have helped many of our patients to better 

understand their conditions.  We thank our corporate partners AbbVie and LF Asia for their 

generous support.  Voluntary contribution by our speakers and subsidised rental of FRCS 

premises for patient support group meetings have helped to make things easier for CCSS. 

 

Report by Ms Nidhi Swarup   

 

 

13.4 Check-in for Charity 

Check-in for Charity is an on-going project.  A mobile app has been created (available on both 

iOS and Android) in September 2014.  The app facilitates corporate donations to charities of 

their choice through "check-ins" by users.  Corporations such as restaurants, retail outlets and 

malls would commit to donate a small amount to a charity for each "check-in" by a user 

through the app.   In return, the corporation benefits by getting publicity for its donations since 

the "check-in" will appear on the users' Facebook page.  The app is still at pilot stage and we 

are looking for corporations to participate.  
 

Report by Mr Patrick Sim 

 

 

13.5 Rotary Cotton On Youth Fund (RCOYF) 

The trustees for RCOYF comprised 3 representatives from FRCS and 2 representatives from 

the Cotton On Foundation.  RCOYF continues to support youth projects that create positive 

and measurable change in the lives of young men and women in Singapore or an ASEAN 

country.  In 2015/16, three projects were approved and supported by RCOYF: 

 

 

13.5.1 SG Creations “Memories and Dreams” 
A project engaging 75 marginalised and at-risk youth, working together collectively to create 

an original theatre production, entitled “Memories and Dreams”.  Approved funding was 

$15,000.  
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13.5.2 Rotary Club of Singapore “Interact Leadership Training Camp” 
This is a youth leadership training programme called Interact Leadership Training Camp for 

new leaders of Interact Clubs under the mentorship and sponsorship of Rotary Clubs.  

Collaborating also with the National Youth Council, the annual 3-day/2-night residential 

programme at the National Community Leadership Institute continues to support 100 new 

youth leaders where they lead their own club members to carry out effective and meaningful 

community service projects that benefit thousands of beneficiaries.  Approved funding was 

$10,000. 
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13.5.3 Stop Hunger Now 

A national youth committee of Interact Clubs which gathers all the 28 Interact Clubs in 

Singapore for a food packaging project called Stop Hunger Now gathered in April 2016, 

packing 70,000 meal packs to feed over 400,000 needy people.  Collaborating with NGO Stop 

Hunger Now and Singapore Food Bank, the meal packs, by more than over 500 youth 

volunteers working in shifts, were distributed locally and overseas.  Approved funding was 

$10,000. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Mr Philip Chong, Mr Chew Ghim Bok together with South West CDC Mayor  

Ms. Low Yen Ling, youth volunteers and Rotarians 

 

I wish to thank trustees Mr Rodger Kimpton and Dr Mark Hon representing FRCS and Mr 

Tim Diamond, Chairman of Cotton On Foundation for their continual participation in 

administrating the Rotary Cotton On Youth Fund. 

 

Report by Mr Jimmy Ooi, Chairman 
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13.6  Bishan Home Project  

Bishan Home for the Intellectually Disabled operates at almost full capacity with 128 

residents.  It also has a Day Activity Centre with 25 clients.  Many of the residents have been 

with the home since it started in 1998.  Over the years these residents have grown older and as 

more and more become reliant on wheelchairs, there was a need to upgrade their existing 

ambulance with a wheelchair lift. 

 

Five Rotary clubs came together to raise a total of S$79,500 for this community service 

project.  Lead club, Rotary Club of Garden City, would like to thank all participating clubs for 

their generous contributions and efforts.  Together we have made a difference in the lives of 

the Bishan Home residents and created an impact on the services rendered at the Day Activity 

Centre.  

 

 
          Bishan Home Residents’ Performance              Distribute Christmas Gifts 

 

 
 

  

 

 
               Van Handover Ceremony    Token of Appreciation 

 

Report by Ms Florence Lim, Community Service Chair, Rotary Club Garden City 

 

13.7 Milk & Diaper Project 

This is Rotary Club of Garden City’s signature community service.  On 12th February 2016 

RCGC presented $16,500, including a FRCS grant of $4,000, for 4 months supply of milk and 

diapers to the Metta Home for the Disabled.   Club members and guests who came to support 

the event were entertained to performances by the residents.   It was clear that the residents 

had put in much effort in preparing the performances.  As it was still the Lunar New Year 

season, RCGS members presented goodie bags to the residents.   To round off the event, all 

the residents of the home, RCGC members and guests enjoyed a buffet dinner together. 
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            Entertainment by Residents          I want to be your friend 
 

 
        Joyful and cheerful               Cheque Presentation 
                                                                 
Report by Ms Florence Lim, Community Service Chair, Rotary Club Garden City 
 

 

13.8 Home Makeover Project 

On 22nd May 2016, almost 100 volunteers comprising Kaki Bukit grassroots leaders, 

Rotarians, Rotaractors, spouses and friends spent a meaningful day cleaning, washing and 

painting the homes of 6 needy families.    

 

The Kaki Bukit Befriender Team, together with Rotary Club of Bugis Junction had selected 

these 6 houses from a long list of 20 for spring-cleaning, repainting and minor repairs.  These 

6 houses were occupied by elderly individuals and under-privileged families. 
 

 

 
 

 

A few potential Rotary members participated in this project.   These potentials showed interest 

in Rotary and 1 was inducted into RCBJ in July 2016.  Every volunteer enjoyed the project.  It 

was touching to see the owners’ appreciative and thankful expressions.  RCBJ once again 

made a difference and touched lives. 

 

RCBJ raised $18,000, inclusive of a FRCS grant of $6,000 for this project.  RCBJ also fielded 

a total of 41 volunteers for this project.  
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Preparation work; sorting tool             Publicity truck 

 

 
 

      One of six teams, ready to go SIT Rotaractors painting   Patching door 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 Adviser of KB GROs, Dr Kee Wei Heong, JP,  

paying a visit to one of the houses 

 

 

 

     
 
         New refrigerator     1,000 likes before and after 

 

  Report by Mr Ralph Ang 
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13.9  Rotary Happiness Fund  

Although the application numbers were down this year, the Rotary Happiness Fund supported 

several high quality inter-generational projects.  One was initiated by the Interact Club of 

Tampines Junior College in conjunction with Rotary Club of Raffles City.  Beneficaries 

included residents of Blue Cross, Thong Keng Home, Moral Home for the Aged Sick,  

Underprivileged Elderly, St. Luke Eldercare and Evergreen Circle.  The activities included 

bowling, arts and craft, games, sing-along, social networking courses, CNY oranges, health 

discussion, afternoon tea, concerts, food distribution, a visit to the Natural History Museum, 

clean up of elderly homes.  In all, 7 inter-generational  projects were funded and 331 youth 

volunteers and 685 elderly benefited from the RHF.  The joint venture between SW CDC and 

RHF supported inter-generational projects by the Interact Club of Jurong Junior College, 

Anglo Junior College and other community groups.  These projects ran several excellent youth 

and elderly bonding programmes in South West region of Singapore. 

 

Report by Mr Rodger Kimpton 

 
 

13.10  Rotary My Wish Fund  

The Rotary My Wish Project was initiated in 2008 to grant meaningful wishes to terminally-ill 

adult patients from low-income households.  The beneficiaries are referred to the Rotary My 

Wish Project by their medical social workers and healthcare providers.  Many of the beneficiaries 

were sole breadwinners and their passing often created desperate situations for their families.  

The Rotary My Wish Project aims to fulfill the dying wishes of the beneficiaries with the hope of 

bringing joy and creating lasting memories for them and their families, even if only for a 

day.  To- date more than 115 persons have benefited from this programme.  The Charity Art Jam 

held on 26th July 2014 at the University of Chicago campus raised $40,000 for the Rotary My 

Wish Programme.  About 10 volunteers remain actively involved in the programme today.  

 

 

 
 

Mr Yong Choon Wee with his children Anders and Angel on an outing at Pandan Reservoir 

(published in The Straits Times 8th December 2015).  Mr Yong was diagnosed with pulmonary 

arterial hypertension seven years ago and given 10 years to live.  He went on a fishing trip to the 

Southern Islands with Angel and some friends in June after his wish was granted by the Rotary 

My Wish project. ST PHOTO: ALICIA CHAN 
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Here are a couple of thank you letters from the beneficiary’s children: 

 

 

Report by Dr Mark Hon, Chairman 
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13.11 Hand Pedaling Fund Raising Event 

In conjunction with SG50, Dr William Tan and Mr. Paul Heng organised a 50-hour hand pedaling 

fundraising event at the Temasek Junior College from 28th to 30th August 2015.  A sum of 

S$60,000 was raised.  This was distributed to three charities, including RCBJ’s “Children in 

Need” project. 

 

 
 

Report by Mr Paul Heng 

 

13.12  SG50 Jubilee Family Health and Wellness 

This project was mooted by our 2 Advisers, Mr John Tan and Ms Teo Lin Lee, to create 

awareness of Prevention of Blindness in Young Babies and Family Bonding. 

 

In line with our Rotary Motto “Service Above Self” and Rotary’s areas of focus on maternal and 

child health and prevention of blindness, we wanted to promote the involvement of all family 

members, in particular fathers, in sharing the responsibility and duties of raising a child.  

 

The project focuses on health and wellness for mothers and babies.  There were panels of doctors 

And paediatricians, assessing all babies between 9 and 15 months old on their health, vision and 

general outlook, i.e., cheerfulness, responsiveness, etc.. 
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Organised by the Rotary Club of Tanjong Pagar and Beauty Mums & Babies and supported by 

Stemcord, JCI, Crocodile Foundation, BabyU, Friso, AIA, Spring Maternity, Queenstown CC 

WEC, Ang Mo Kio CC WEC, Woodland Galaxy CC WEC, Sengkang CC WEC and Gek Poh 

Ville CC WEC, the highlights of the programme were: 

Educational talks and workshops conducted during the many events, with emphasis on 

pregnancy, baby eye, mouth and skin care and early detection of various health issues.  Dental 

care for infants was a well-attended talk. 

Health checks and talks for the Mums & Babies by paediatric and O&G doctors from Singapore 

Medical Group.  Interesting segment included yoga for pregnant women. 

Baby’s responsiveness, cheerfulness and cute attire are a few criteria for selecting the SG50 

Jubilee Baby. “Beautiful Mum” looks for the most radiant mother-to-be. 

The SG50 Family Health and Wellness Final Award Competition was successfully completed on 

13th December 2015 at MDIS, Stirling Campus.  47 babies and 5 beautiful mums selected during 

the preliminary rounds, made it  to the final.  More than 20 men participated in the Superdad 

challenge. 

The SG50 Jubilee Family Health and Wellness was a great success as it brought 5 CC WECs with 

its members together over 3 months in organising the preliminary rounds and all Rotarians in 

organising the final.  During the final round, Dr Amy Khor, Senior Minister of State and Member 

of Parliament, was the Guest-of-Honour. 

Report by Ms Gena Lim, Director, Beauty. Mums & Babies 
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13.13  SG50 Hong Bao Giveaway 23rd January 2016 

 

 
  Mayor Ms Denise Phua, and Rotarians with recipients of the FRCS Care Cards 

Rotary SG50 Flashcards were produced to celebrate SG50 and to create greater awareness of 

community service of Rotary in Singapore.   

Each card states the focus of Rotary: 

 Promoting Peace 

 Fighting Disease 

 Providing Clean Water 

 Saving Mothers & Children 

 Supporting Education 

 Creating Communities for Citizens 

Other highlights on the card are Rotary Ideals and projects: 

 End Polio 

 Humanitarian Service 

 Service Above Self 

 Join Leaders 

 Exchange Ideas 

 Take Action 

In January 2016 FRCS presented 1,000 SG50 Care Cards to some needy people.  Held at the Pod, 

16th floor of the National Library Building, the presentation was attended by Ms. Denise Phua, 

Mayor of Central Singapore CDC, as the Guest-of-Honour.  One thousand SG50 Rotary Care 

Cards, with stored value of S$20 each, were presented to the Central Singapore CDC for their 

needy constituents.  Together with card, FRCS contributed S$30,000 as Hong Bao to Central 

Singapore CDC for their needy residents. 

Witnessed by Ms Denise Phua and FRCS Chairman Dr Wu Dar Ching, 10 community groups 

also received the SG50 Rotary Care Cards at the same event.  The community groups were: 
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1. Clients of Rotary Family Service Centre at Clementi 

2. Loving Heart Multi-Service Centre 

3. Club Heal Singapore 

4. Espesyal Pinoy 

5. Kaki Bukit Befrienders Team 

6. Daughters of Tomorrow 

7. Club Rainbow 

8. Food From The Hearst 

9. Queenstown Multi-Service Centre 

10. U3A Singapore 

As part of PR exercise to promote the activities of Rotary in Singapore, FRCS Care Card, without 

stored value, were given to all 800 Rotarians in Singapore at the end of 2015.   Similarly, all 

Interactors and Rotaractors in Singapore received the SG50 Care Cards during Chinese New Year 

as a gift from FRCS. 

 

Report by Programmes & Projects Committee 

 

13.14 Chinese New Year with Aged Poor and Needy in Redhill  

The Rotary Club of Pandan Valley has ran this signature project since 1992/93.  Each year, just 

before Chinese New Year, RCPV distribute food and red packets to the needy residents in 

Redhill.   This year, as a joint project with FRCS, the club expanded the project to provide 

household appliances such as fridges, rice cookers and electric fans.  The budget amounted to 

$10,500 and the funds were contributed by members of the club with a grant from FRCS.  On 23rd 

January, family members, friends and Interactors from SJII came together to assemble the fans, 

distribute food, household appliances and Ang Pows to needy residents.   

 

 

  Report by Ms Elsie Chua, Rotary Club of Pandan Valley 
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14.  Rotary Family Service Centre (RFSC) 

The RFSC, established in 1997, located at Blk 346 Clementi Avenue 5 #01-10, Singapore 

120346, is a division of FRCS.  

 

In the financial year ending 30 June 2016 (FY2015/16), RFSC managed 583 cases and attended 

to 571 referrals.  These figures represented a  decrease of 8% and 10% compared to the previous 

FY.  This was because cases that required only financial assistance were referred to the Social 

Service Offices.  

 

RFSC piloted a couple of new programmes in FY2015/16 to better cater to its beneficiaries’ 

needs. 2 of such pilots were the support group programmes such as SuperKIDS! for children aged 

7 to 12 years old from single parent families and SuperME! for individuals to discover more 

about themselves and understanding their emotions.   

 

RFSC also embarked on SuperFESTIVE! project – a series of activities to assist and support 

children from low-income families by providing new clothes on festive occasions.  The first 

SuperFESTIVE! activity kicked off with the Hari Raya edition that benefited 39 children.  The 

activity was partly sponsored by Rotary Club of Bukit Timah.  

 

RFSC held its inaugural family bonding day event which saw more than 120 beneficiaries coming 

together.  Dr Tan Wu Meng, Adviser to the Jurong Grassroots Organizations was invited as the 

Guest-of-Honour.  The event also received sponsorship from Rotary Club of Singapore West.  

 

 
RFSC inaugural family day event 

 
RFSC held its first Stakeholders Appreciation Night to celebrate the collaborative efforts fostered 

with community partners.  The stakeholders were presented with tokens of appreciation made by 

participants of the RFSC’s support group programmes.  

 
Stakeholders Appreciation Night 
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Full details on the RFSC’s case statistics, programmes and other highlights and achievements for 

the year can be found in its Annual Report FY2015/16. The online version can also be viewed on 

the RFSC’s website at www.rotaryfsc.org. 

 

Report by Mr Amran Jamil, Executive Director 

 

 

15.  Rotary Run and Community Carnival 2015 

The Rotary Run 2015 was mooted in May 2014.  The purpose was to promote Rotary in 

Singapore through the community service activities of the Rotary clubs in Singapore.  This would 

be through an organised run with carnival booths at the end point. 

 

The Run would promote active lifestyle to the general public.  By showcasing community service 

projects through game booths in the Carnival, we wished to bring about greater public awareness 

on what Rotary does for our community.  

 

Key Events 

May 2015 - Conceptualisation of Rotary Run & Community Carnival. Feasibility studies 

   and preparation 

Nov 2015 - Gained support from Mr Chew Ghim Bok and Rotaract Clubs from Singapore 

Jan 2015 - Involvement of Rotaractors and Rotarians in Organizing Committee. Target 

                            date for 17th May 2015. Appointed Race Organizer to organise the technical side 

                            of the Run 

Mar 2015 - Launched website to promote the event 

Apr 2015 - Postponed Run to 22nd November 15 

Jun 2015 - Steering Committee with key members of FRCS involved 

Jul 2015 - Conducted Running Injuries Prevention Workshop as part of promotion of the 

                             Run 

Jul 2015 - Approached prospective partners Organization of Senior Volunteers (RSVP),  

                             NTUC Youth, MCYS for support 

Aug 2015 - Appointed PR agency  

Sep 2015 - Approval from MCYS funding via SG50  

Sep 2015 - Interactors from ITE College East mustered to support the Community Carnival 

Oct 2015 - Steering committee reviewed the possibility of cancellation due to low sign up 

Nov 2015 - Cancelled Run due to low sign up 

 

Planning and Preparation 

What we had in mind was not another run, but a run that featured community service. 

A comprehensive structure was set up ranging from marketing to risk management. However, the 

appointments could not be effectively filled.  The technical aspects of the run to a competent 

professional.  The marketing aspects were kept by the committee as we believed we could use our 

network and the social media to market the event.  Prospective partner RSVP was invited to add 

silver and pioneer generation elements to the Community Carnival.  MCYS endorsement as a 

fringe event for SG 50 Celebration was sought.  Approval granted. 

 

Challenges 

The concept was too broad, a run that drew participants to a SG50 Community Carnival with 

Pioneer Generation, youth and community service features.  The range of expertise needed was 

too diverse.  The fall back plan was to scale it down or even dropped. The marketing reach was 

not effective.  Popular running groups such as Just Run Lah were contacted and publicity through 
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their webpages made but response was low.  The haze that happened in August 2015 did not help.  

Running events had low turnout, some were even cancelled. 

 

Costs 

The aborted run was very costly.  Sunk costs were almost $110,000.  Had the run gone ahead the 

total cost would have been $230,000.   The sunk costs were covered by Mr Chew Ghim Bok and 

Mr Ong Chee Wee.   

 

Lessons Learnt 

FRCS must be shielded from financial exposure to high cost events. Similarly, Rotary must be 

protected from reputational risks.  Oversight of the organizing committee and financial controls 

were critical.   

 

Next Step 

There are 5000 running tee-shirts and finisher medals to be disposed of.  We propose to : 

 Give to clubs 

 Organise a walk towards year end and give away the tees and medals 

 Balance of tees to donate to Humanitarian Relief 

Conclusion 

We thank FRCS for its support of this event.  The failure is regretted.  The lessons learnt will 

pave the way for better future events. 

 

Report by Mr Ong Chee Wee, Organising Chair, Rotary Run and Community Carnival 2015. 

 

 

16. Future Plans  

In the next 12 months, FRCS will continue with its plans on the following: 

 

 Rotary Hub  

 Rotary Nursing Home Project 

 Fundraising Projects 

 Public Relations 

 Meaningful and significant community service projects by members 
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